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supernatural   power  (mana)  whereby  they  can   bring   the
influence of the ghosts to bear.     If a chief imposed a fine,
it was paid because the people universally dreaded his ghostly
power, and firmly believed  that he could  inflict  calamity
and sickness upon  such as resisted him.     As soon as any
considerable number of his people began to disbelieve in his
influence   with   the   ghosts,  his   power   to   levy  fines  was
shaken.1     In  Malo, one of the New Hebrides, the highest
nobility  consists  of those  persons   who  have  sacrificed  a
thousand  little  pigs to the  souls  of their  ancestors.     No
one ever resists a man of that exalted rank, because in him
are supposed to dwell all the souls  of the  ancient chiefs
and  all the  spirits  who  preside   over  the  tribe.2     In   the
Northern New Hebrides the son does not inherit the chief-
tainship, but he inherits, if his father can manage it, what
gives him the chieftainship, namely, his father's supernatural
power, his charms, magical songs, stones and apparatus, and
his knowledge of the way to approach spiritual beings.8    A
chief in the island of Paramatta informed a European that
he had the power of making rain, wind, storm, thunder and
lightning, and dry weather.     He exhibited as his magical
instrument a piece of bamboo with some parti-coloured rags
attached  to   it.     In  this  bamboo, he  said, were kept the
devils of rain and wind, and when he commanded them to
discharge their office or to lie still, they were obliged to obey,
being his subjects and prisoners.    When he had given his
orders to these captive devils, the bamboo had to be fastened
to the highest point of his house.4     In the Marshall Bennet
Islands to the east of New Guinea it was the duty of each
chief of a clan to charm the gardens of his clan so as to
make them productive.    The charm consisted of turning up
part of the soil with a long stick and muttering an appro-
priate  spell.     Each  special  crop,  such  as  yams, bananas,
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